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Uneensored Manila News. 

IFrom letter to the Hartford Post.] 

It seems to me th^t the action of our Government in keep- 
ing VLp a censorship^ over the news sent from Manila ^^^TJ 
bad policy. However needful it might be in the war against 
^pain, and with the battle-field close, to our own shores, it qan 
hardly, be called a military necessity in the case of antegpnists 
like thel^iip^os 10,000 miles away- and not Kk^y;-i^.ieeeive 
yellow jpfcia& the next morning aftpr their issue; It iBY^- 
trates how naiurally war, even in a free country, carries with 
it the feethods of despotism. The news which comes tfirc^gil 
the ceMot^a-hand? Js very evidently doctored on its ;.|!|^^ ,J 
Look at^e vast .trambers of the foe it represents »s h&vp^^.^0- 
been Med fn *vefy battle.* Either Uke M ilton's devils m^^- 
of them must have- come to life again as i\'»t as slain, 6i!, if ■ ^ 
the reports ar^ troe, no army by this time would have beettig^' 
left. Such things, sound too much like the accounts. of tW ~ 
awful slaughter of- jfitioaerican troops that the SpanislrjifiSl^S^ 
weretreated toin theiCuban war. ^urely^^^^BfcdtJz^s ,.a^^ 
intelligent and w^eli balaeced^ 4in«ag!^ Wallowed l>y *^ir 
Government^ siftetiie <jlaim8 alike of friend and foe and get 
at the trnth for theidlselves, the same here as on all othe^ 
subjects. * 

In spite of censorship, however, some facts are gradually 
coming to light through private letters, if not from the IKK^r. 
nos,'yet from fair-iainded 'Americans on the spot, wla<^;heljpf 
explain djhe situationyery differently from the public despatches, 
and it is extracts from some of these I yronld like the Post to 
pdnt. V 

Ttie first df^them is from a letter of Mrs. Reev€S,.the wife 
of €reneral ^^i»ves, who is in command of tbejijinnespta 
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troops, a letter written the day after Aguinaldo's first procla- 
mation, and published in the St. Paul's Times. She says : 

'' No one wants to fight these people who ask only fqr their 
liberty. They should have it. None of the otlicers or men 
are in a position to say anything regarding the President's 
course, but everyone knows that Aguinaldo was furious at the 
nothings contained in the President's message, and that he has 
issued a response which augurs ill for the maintenance of 
peace here. Our men will fight the Filipinos yith a very 
(lifterent grace than tliat employed against the Spaniards, al- 
though they will, of course, ol)ey orders, even though their 
hearts are not in the cause. 

" The leaders of the insurgents are men of education and 
ability. Since they went into Iloilo without disorder and 
iuimcdiatcly settled down to good government and humane 
care of their prisoners, it'looks; lo us here on the scene as 
though they were fully ca[)able ofllaking care ot themselves. 

'' When the people ^f the Uniied States know that these 
natives do not want us, and that the anny is very much 
opposed to occupying this place, fit only for the Indians now 
here, we trust the President will decide to let the Filipinos 
take care of themselves. Out here we are not expansionists. 
We know too much about the people, th€ country and the 
• climate." ' -- . 

These are the words, be it remembered, not of a hired cor- 
respcndent. paid to rcDresent a side, or of a partisan here at 
h(M;ie i^'olving tin- «'Mitiments from his own consciousness, but 
of a wonian in „ _ "-'t'on to Vnow of what she speaks, and to 
speak withutii ■••.■lor »u piejudi'^e what fLp, knows. 

Another letter *- riun! a writer cora.c'ted with the Nine- 
teenth Minnesota yolunteers. rpgi'ncnt made up largely of 
students from the State University. Under date of January 
12, he says : 

" The remarkable successes of the Filipinos, both as war- 
riors and civilians, have certainly been sources of surprise to 
those who have had an opportunity of- watching their progress 
during the last six or seven months. They have won many 
battles over their former oppressors — of course, the Span- 
iards — and are now holding thousands of Spanish soldiers as 



prisoners of war. They are preserving law and ordet in 
every part of tbe country where their authority has been estab- 
lished, and so far as we have been able to learn, their govern- 
ment has the loyal and unqualified support of the people. 
^* The capture of lloilo and the subsequent occupation of the 
- city by the insurgents has been a most gratifying revelation to 
those who wished, but dared not hope, -that the Filipinos were 
capable of conducting the affairs of government. According 
to all reports, they entered the city in the most perfect order, 
scattered their forces in various public buildings, policed the 
streets and maintained the peace and quiet of the town in a 
manner Jhat would have done credit to a most highly civilized 
nation. There was no looting, no insult to men or women, no 
robbery, no drunkenness or disorder. ... A large propor- 
tion of the American soldiers think the Filipinos are right in 
their demands for independence. There are probably no other 
soldiers in the world who liko the thrill and excitement of 
battle better than the Yankees ; but if it comes to driving the 
people of these islands out of theiv own country, many a son 
of Columbia will enter the conflict with the conviction that he" 
is fighting in a bad cause. However, every man will obey 
orders ; for the sentiment, even among those most warm in 
their approbation of the Filipinos' position is, ' We will fight 
for America, right or Trroug. . . . ^l.c luwci class ox" Ihc 
Filipinos is, perhaps, not much better than the Mexican 
' greaser,' and an ideal democracy is not possible. There is 
every reason to believe, however, that a republic of the 
Philippines would be as successful as a republic in Mexico or 
Brazil." 

I have at hand several other testimonies of a similar char- 
acter, one from a gentleman with whom I am well acquainted 
personally, which I would like sometime to present, but not 
to crowd your columns now, let me close with asking are not 
these already given worthy of careful consideration, if not as 
conclusive, yet as representing fairly one side of the case? T 
believe the great body of the American people wish to know^^ 
simply what is right in this matter, not what will be for theii^" 
military glory or commercial interests, or position politically 
among the nations of the earth, but simply what is right, and 
that, so knowing, they will rise up with .overwhelming voice 



and demand that the right be done.. So pre-eminently with 
our soldiers. As one among them in. the civil war, I kjipw 
how badly they felt when ordered "to turn back an" escaped 
negro to slavery. I believe each of the above writers repre- 
sents their feelings now. No amount of military discipline 
can evier drill out of the American soldier his sympathy with 
all men who are struggling for liberty; Afld what can be 
more abhorrent to the genuine American instinct than that he 
who a year ago enlisted in this war to give Cuba self-govern- 
ment, should be ordered to wind it up by fighting to take the 
Filipino's self-government away? 

John C. Kimball. 
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